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MooreHaven News 

Patrick Crowe walked the Galtee Challenge.  This is a 31km 

traverse of the entire Galtee Mountain range, taking in all 

major peaks.  Patrick raised ú1,000 for MooreHaven.  Derry 

acknowledged the valuable contribution when he accepted 

the cheque.  Patrick would like to wish his friend John 

Condon a speedy recovery.   

CAPTURING THE MOMENT  

Geraldine OôConnell and Elena Sawczenko at 

the early stages of a mural which one can 

enjoy as you enter MooreHaven.  Elena 

Sawczenko came to Ireland in 2007 from Poland.  

Elena became profoundly deaf at a very early age 

and communicates with the world through sign 

language. Elena uses acrylics and oils to create 

portraits, landscapes and also specialises in 

murals for public spaces. Elena has had a number 

of very successful solo and group exhibitions 

around the country, in Cork, Clonmel, Tipperary Town and in Dublin.   Elena is very keen to share her 

skills and experience with adults and children and dreams of becoming a teacher in the deaf 

community.  She would also like to teach sign language and 

promote the integration of deaf and hearing communities.  

Geraldine OôConnell is assisting Elena during this ongoing project 

and is very proud of their display.   

EAMON AND GER ARE SIMPLY THE BEST 

After their victory win against Residential, Eamon 

Cooney and Ger Heffernan made the bus drivers 

proud when they represented them at a recent 

putting competition.  Seen here with the winning cup 

and bus drivers Liam Guilfoyle, Eddie Madden and 

Humphrey OôLeary.  More details inside. 



 

 

Emma worked previously as 

a  M a n a g e r  i n  a n 

organisation in Australia 

which had over 500 service 

users.  The goal was to 

empower each person to 

decide how their funding 

would be best spent on their 

needs, wishes and according 

to their rights.  There was a 

multi-disciplinary approach 

to the service.   

However, her long term plan 

was to return to Ireland to 

her family and friends.  She 

is presently busy managing 

two sections in the Centre 

both Horizon1 and Day 

Activation.  She hopes to 

develop new programmes 

and to support service users 

to get out more in the 

community in accordance 

with the requirements of 

New Directions.   

She also manages the 

Residential Homes and is 

delighted that HIQA have 

recently reregistered the 

Centre. Last year two new 

posts were created in 

accordance with HIQA 

requirements, including 

Josephine Norris, Person In 

Charge (PIC)  and Sandra 

OõDonnell, Deputy PIC.  She 

feels HIQA are needed and 

will make sure services are 

compliant with best practice.   

She feels that HIQA needs 

to listen to feedback from 

Service Users and that the 

outcomes are achievable for 

Service Providers.   

One of her priorities at the 

moment is Respite which 

families really need. Her 

aim is that MooreHaven 

strategically moves forward 

as a community and stays 

compliant with standards 

and that she has a good 

working relationship with 

everyone here.  Emma  also 

strives for the Centre to 

have a strong values based 

vision and ethos.   The 

Centre supports choice and 

is welcoming to change. 

Emma enjoys spinning, 

Jacuzzi, and reading and 

wouldn't mind a meal with 

Price Harry! 

Emma is enjoying the friendly welcome she has received since arriving at the 
Centre.  She likes her new office which is easily accessible for those who wish to 
pop in and have a chat.  Describing herself as bubbly, committed, and 
approachable, she feels privileged to be working in MooreHaven. 

Sandra OõDonnell joins us as Deputy Person In Charge 

both their emotional and 

social needs as well as 

running the house, record 

keeping, and reaching 

HIQA, fire and medication 

standards.  She believes 

everyone is here for the 

same reason and will enjoy 

watching MooreHaven 

change and grow.  As 

regards HIQA she is not 

afraid, you can only get 

better.  They are there to 

protect the service user.  The 

down side is there is no 

handbook or finance from 

them, they only tell you what 

they want.     

Sandra lives in Kildorrery 

and married John last year.  

She describes herself as 

bubbly, a bit crazy and 

likes order.  She likes the 

gym, reading, animals and 

vintage tractors and going 

on holiday especially 

Florida.    

 

Sandra works in the 

Residential homes as the 

Deputy PIC.  Her job is to 

support Josephine Norris 

(Person in Charge) and in 

her absence to step in to run 

a smooth ship.  HIQA 

defined these new roles.  

She is enjoying the balance 

in her new  role, which 

inc ludes  admin  and 

providing support in the 

house.  Her aim is to take 

care of the Service Users 
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ANNE BOWES EXPLAINS RESPITE AND HOW IT IS SO VALUABLE TO 

HER AND OTHER FAMILIES WHO AVAIL OF THE SERVICE 

My name is Anne Bowes from Mocklershill in Cashel.  I used to go on Respite every 

Thursday and Friday night to the Laurels on the Bansha Road.  I didn't go for a 

while as there is no respite available at present.   Respite is where people can stay 

in the Residential Homes in Tipperary Town for a short time.  I used to go to give 

my brother Paul and his wife Mary a break from looking after me.  I loved going on 

Respite.  The girls are friendly and we have a laugh.  The houseparent's are very 

nice to me.  Its like going away on a holiday every weekend.   I feel independent 

when on Respite.  We go Bowling with the special Olympics on a Thursday and go out for coffee every 

Saturday.  I miss the trips out.  I hope to be back again very soon.  

Back row: Sandra 

OôDonnell, Josephine 

Ray, Seated: Mary 

Harney, Ann-Marie 

Hyland 

Emma OôNeill 

works full-time as 

the new Day and 

Residential 

Manger 
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END OF AN ERA AS KATHLEEN MORRISSEY RETIRES AFTER THIRTY 

ONE YEARS SERVICE.  HER FRIENDS IN MOOREHAVEN RECALL 

VERY HAPPY MEMORIES OF WORKING WITH HER. 

¶ She was always very good to me  Mary Ryan 

¶ She was a lovely woman in here. Margaret Slater 

¶ Kathleen was nice.     Kathleen Power 

¶ She was lovely and friendly.  Noreen Ryan 

¶ I knew her for many years.  Brid Donovan 

¶ She was nice.    Chantel Fryters 

¶ I wish Kathleen well   Mary Kate Martin 

¶ Wishing you luck Kathleen.     Vanessa OôGorman 

¶ Best of luck, we all miss you, come into visit us soon.    Shauna Bloom 

¶ Kathleen is my friend, and I miss her.       Carmel Magnier 

¶ Kathleen worked very hard and was very dedicated to MooreHaven.  Louise Ryan 

¶ She was a generous lady, if there was any problem, she would sort it out. Aoife Leahy 

¶ She was a nice person with a good sense of humour    Sharon Fitzgerald 

¶ Kathleen had a great relationship with both staff and the people supported in MooreHaven and 

was always there to help       Josephine Norris 

¶ In 2005 I was in her section.  While there I went to Buttercup Farm with her.  We used to have 

chats about politics, the Royal Family and hurling.    Brendan OôDwyer 

¶ Kathleen was a huge part of MooreHaven and she has left big shoes to fill.  I want to 

acknowledge her great contribution over the 31 years she worked in MooreHaven.  Kathleen is 

always welcome in MooreHaven and people are continually asking how is she and when is she 

coming in to see us?  I wish Kathleen many long and happy and healthy years of retirement.

           Derry McMahon 

¶ Kathleen was a great promoter of MooreHaven News.  She purchased many copies of each 

issue for family members.  We hope she continues to support us!    Editors 

¶ I know Kathleen for a long time, have a nice time in the future.  Emily Moore 

¶ She used to call every Monday to the group home to say hello  Josephine Ray 

Noreen Fahy retired from the Centre in 

December.  We met up with Noreen before she left.  

She really enjoyed her time here.  

She got on with everyone, ñit has 

thought me a lot about life and how 

lucky we are and how we should be 

grateful for what we have.  Itôs a 

great facility for people with 

disabilities, providing work, a place 

to meet friends and somewhere to learn new skillsò.  Her 

plan now is to do some gardening and walking, just to 

take things easy.   

Noreen resides in Glenview Square and has three 

children, Morgan, Mairead and Shauna.  We all miss 

Noreen and wish her well in her retirement. 

Susan OôSullivan 

has moved to 

Fleming Medical Ltd; 

in Limerick City, a 

medical supply store 

for pharmacies, 

hospitals and nursing homes.  

According to Susan ñthe role is 

completely out of my comfort zone, 

you have to make the most of 

opportunities that come your wayò   

She would like to thank everyone for 

the welcome she received and wishes 

us health and happiness. 

+ÁÔÈÌÅÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÁÔ 1ÕÉÒËÅ ÁÔ ÁÎ Á×ÁÒÄ 

ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ ÉÎ -ÏÏÒÅ(ÁÖÅÎ 



 

 

Noreen McNamara called in to meet the MooreHaven 

editors and spoke to the group  about her brother 

Tony Crotty.  Tony lived in Glenatlucky in Mitchelstown.  

He was the second eldest of seven children, five boys 

and two girls.  He went to Cork City to Scoil 

Bernadette and later to the Vocational Training Centre, 

which was part of COPE Foundation.  He worked in 

Togher in the Help Industries making stools, furniture 

and timber products.  While there he stayed with 

different landladies in Cork.  Aiden Kirwan was a very 

good friend of his in Cork and they travelled to 

Mosney together on many occasions.  In 1993 his 

mother died and Tony moved back home.  He travelled 

to Cork two to three days a week on the bus with his 

friend Michael Condon where he worked in the laundry 

in Cope, Montenotte.  Anne Long took him under her 

wing.  Over the years Tony won many medals for 

Special Olympics and had travelled to many Munster, 

National and European games including Connecticut for 

the World Special Olympics' in 1995.  In 2010 after a 

spell in hospital Tony went to live with his sister Noreen 

in Tipperary.   He joined MooreHaven in 2011 and 

came two days a week.  He looked forward to the 

summer and Xmas parties in MooreHaven.  He loved 

coming here, he never stopped talking about it.  He 

received many Certificates while he was here.  He 

loved the variety that was on offer.  He was able to  

 

 

live independently in Mitchelstown a few days a week. 

He loved bowling, going to see films, going on 

holidays, collecting magazines as well as music, 

concerts, Star Wars, Murder She Wrote, and musicals.  

He looked forward to visits from his brother Michael in 

Madrid and Kieran in London.  He spent a lot of time 

with his sister Ann going to films, concerts and mass 

together.  He had regular visits from his brother 

Gerard and Tadgh.  His neighbours Margaret McInery, 

Michael and Nora OõSullivan as well as Billy Barret 

were regular visitors to his home.   

Tony was very witty, very wise in his own way.  His 

excuse was òI haven't timeó!  He loved animals 

especially his pet dog Gloria.  

 

 REST IN PEACE FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE  

We say goodbye to a dear friend Tony 
Crotty who passed away unexpectedly 

on 30th December 2017 
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He was a very good worker and we miss him and remember him all the time. Paddy Foley 

He was a pleasure to be around and a gentleman.  We could always rely on him for a chat and he was 

so helpful in the section.         Sean long 

Tony was very quiet, he was a very nice person.  Always very friendly, we miss him.   

           Marenia Gleeson 

Tony was a gentleman, well mannered and friendly.  We all remember him very fondly.  He didn't like 

stew so we always remember him when itôs on our menu!   Canteen 

Tony was always able to make us laugh with his stories especially the one about him getting engaged.  

He was a pleasure to work with in the contract section of sewing.   Sewing 

Tony would never pass you without saying hello.  When you would have a disco he would always re-

quest Big Tom.  Lovely to have known you.      Margaret oôNeill 

Tony was nice and kind.        Geraldine OôConnell 

I was new to the Horizon1 group and only met Tony a few times but on each occasion I was struck by 

the care he  showed towards his colleagues in the group, opening doors, helping ladies put on their 

coats.  A pure gentleman, a lovely smile, a gentle soul.      Annie Hutton 

¢ƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƴƛŜŎŜǎ [ŀǊŀΣ aŀǊƛŀƴΣ !ƻƛōƘŜΣ {ŀƻƛǊǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ /ŀǘƘŀƭ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ  рлǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ 



   

 

MOOREHAVEN ADVOCACY GROUP 

Front Row: Sarah Carter, Ann-Marie Hyland, Chantelle Fryters, Michelle Conroy, 2nd Row: Emily Moore, 
Marenia Gleeson, Niamh OõBrien, Liam Kennedy, Anna Foley, 3rd Row: Marian McGrath, Margaret Duggan, 
Tom Crowe, John Flynn, John Quirke, 4th Row: Christine Ryan, Brendan OõDwyer, Karen Walsh, Brid 

OõDonovan, Marian Ryan, 5th Row: Janine Duffy, Nicky English,  Eamon Cooney, Shauna Bloom, Vanessa 
OõGorman, William Naughton and Ger Purcell.  Missing from picture are Carmel Magnier and Marissa Noonan 
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This is an Advocacy group for all of the service 

users in the Centre ï meetings happen once a 

month and as many people as possible are 

encouraged to attend.  Two days before the 

meeting is planned to take place, Marissa 

Noonan and Tom Crowe go around to all of the 

sections asking people if they have anything that 

they would like to talk about at the meeting.   At 

the meeting they read them out and each issue 

is discussed at the meeting.  Everyone who 

attends the meeting is given the opportunity to 

have their say and if questions can be answered 

at the time, they are, if not they are answered at 

the next meeting.  The Advocacy group raise all 

kinds of issues i.e. we now have the canteen 

menu emailed out each week ï this request 

came from the Advocacy group.  This group also 

had a say in which activities we would have 

during the summer programme and decided on 

the venue for the summer party and DJ.  The 

Advocacy group also put together the rules for 

using the computers in both IT rooms and they 

also put together the rules around behaviour for 

everybody in the Centre. 

As you can see this group is very important in 

the Centre and we would like to say Thank You 

to everyone who is involved.  �-�D�Q�L�Q�H���'�X�I�I�\ 


