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ϵ750 was raised for the Centre after a recent memorial 

football tournament held in the Sports Complex.  Kathleen 

Morrissey received the cheque from Joan Ryan, mother of Dave Ryan.  This is a 

yearly event in honor of the memory of the late Dave Ryan who attended the 

Centre.  Also in the picture below is staff member Dave Ryan one of the 

organiser's of the event.  Well done to all involved. 

MOOREHAVEN 
NEWS 

Designed by Aoife Leahy, 

Show time at Dublin Castle  
Nell McElligott, Mary Harney, John Quirke, Geraldine OõConnell, 

and Jeanne Roche at Dublin Castle, the centre was shortlisted for 

the Better together Video Competition.   

 

The sensory garden is making good 

progress and plans are in place to 

have the garden accessible to all over 

the coming weeks.  Busy at work are 

Nicky English, Joey Maher, William 

Naughton, staff member Joe Franklin 

and Emily Moore. 

Much sadness was caused by 

the death of a familiar voice 

on the recept ion of 

MooreHaven for many years. 

Sheila Wrenn passed away peacefully  in January.  We 

also mourn the passing of  our  dear friend Sean 

OõShea in March.   We talk to their families who  

openly  reminisce  of happy times  in their lives.  See Pg  

6 and Pg 7. 



What did you do before you 

came here? 

I worked in the Post Office in 

Tipperary Town.  I took early 

retirement and then worked for 

Interlink as a courier. 

How long have you been 

working in MooreHaven and 

what is your role? 

I am working here 15 years. 

When youôre good youôre good! I 

am a bus driver. I am on the 

Hospital/Kilteely run. 

How many days or hours 

do you work a week? 

I work 20 hours a week. 

What do you do in your 

spare time when you are 

not driving the bus? 

I play golf. I play off 13. I used to 

be off 5. Golf is my passion. I 

also like music. I like Bruce 

Springsteen and Neil Diamond. 

What is your guiltiest 

pleasure? 

Dark Chocolate. 

Can you describe yourself 

in three words? 

Honest, fun-loving (one word!) 

and caring. My friends might say 

different. But it is my choice 

today. 

What or who has had the 

greatest influence on you? 

To be honest, in a sporting way, 

Jack Nicklaus. I admire his 

determination and dedication 

and his love of golf. Iôd like to be 

like him and give it 100%. Also 

my mother. I grew up in the 60ôs. 

She was ahead of her time. I 

was in school and I wasnôt 

happy. My mother said okay. 

She gave me freedom to do 

what I want. She gave me 

encouragement. 

What is your most precious 

memory? 

The day my son Declan was 

born 23rd September 1980. I 

remember looking at him and 

bringing him home. He is now 

married to Brid who is from 

Thurles. They live in Abu Dabi. 

What is the philosophy that 

you live by? 

Honesty is key in my life. To be 

happy. I like to face every day  

and what each day brings. I 

donôt mind the challenges it 

brings.  At a young age I lost 

my wife, the woman that I 

loved.   When Bridie was 

diagnosed the doctors told me 

she had only two years to live.  

This was a very difficult time 

for me.  

What is your favourite T.V 

programme? 

I like the program Porridge. 

Ronnie Barker is the main 

character. It is set in Slade 

Prison. 

What would cheer up your 

day 

A beautiful woman maybe! 

Who do you get along 

with on the bus? 

I donôt have favourites. 

Everybody on the bus is my 

friend. They can trust me. 

Trust is very important in my 

job. 

Why do you enjoy your 

job so much? 

When I came here first I was 

very nervous.  In order to find 

out about the lads,  I listened 

to them, what they did at the 

weekends, their hobbies etc. 

This is the job I like the most. 

The staff are the best I have 

worked with. 

CHIT CHAT WITH  BUS DRIVER EDDIE 
MADDEN  
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New Directions 

Pat Reen, who is in charge of Prosper Fingal 

ID service in Dublin, was on the Working 

Committee, set up by the HSE, to look at day 

services.  The outcome from the process is 

the New Directions Model of Supports. This is 

a menu of supports tailored to the specific 

needs of each individual, to engage in 

mainstream activities within the local 

community.  Pat Reen visited MooreHaven 

Centre to look at our programmes, to see 

where MooreHaven is in 

terms of delivering a 

service in line with the 

New Directions Model of 

Supports. He also gave 

a talk to the Parents 

Relatives Association. 



MAURA COLLINS RETIRES AFTER 17 
YEARS SERVICE  

Maura Collins is from Lakelands in Tipperary 
Town.  She has worked for 17 years in 
MooreHaven Residential Services.  She 
trained as a Psychiatric nurse in St. Fintanôs 
Hospital in Portloaise.  She nursed for 10 
years before leaving to raise her three 
children, Neil, Brian and Cathriona.  Two are 
now teaching and one is a solicitor. 

Her eldest was going to college when the 
opportunity arose to work with people with 
intellectual disabilities.  She has always 
worked with adults but would have an interest 
in developmental delays in children.  Her 
present role was looking after adults with a 
mild intellectual disability and helping them 
reach their full potential. Nowadays there is a 
lot more paperwork involved.  She prefers to 
work in the evening so as to concentrate on 
family commitments by day.  She is a relief 
social care worker, working from a roster, a 
few nights a week.  Her career achievements 
to date include attending lots of courses, such 
as anti-bullying, first aid and manual handing, 
all  of which keep you  up to date.  She also 
feels she got on well with residents. She 
didnôt end up as Manager or Assistant 
Manager!  

She has been planning her retirement in her 
head.  Her husband is also retired so they are 
used to being together.  They get on very 
well. She plans to go on more outings, visit 
more places. As she will have free travel, she 
can go up and down the country! She 
believes she will have no time schedule, 

doing her own thing and being more relaxed. 
She is a member of the ICA and she does the 
flowers in the church. She is also involved in 
the parish bereavement group.  They have a 
house in Skull so she will be there. She loves 
gardening, reading and crochet.  She will 
have more time to do things for her children. 
MooreHaven houses offer a very good 
standard of care; every one has their best 
interest at heart. For the job you have to be 
sympathetic, and caring.  People with 
disabilities are very nice. There has been 
many changes since she started. Itôs all about 
the person, giving more choices and 
encouraging independence. Funding has 
been cut and she believes they should 
increase it.   She believes the organisation 
HIQA is necessary but some people are 
going overboard with little things.  

ñI have enjoyed my 17 years, MooreHaven 
were good employers.  I will be sorry to go; 
you canôt live in the past you must move 
forward. I was happy in MooreHaven and I 
hope Iôm happy in retirement. I wish you all 
the best of luck.ò 
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Liam 

Kennedy and 

Shauna 

Bloom at the 

Christmas  

Party at 

Ballykisteen.   

Damien 

OõBrien, 

Niamh 

OõBrien and 

Brid Donavan 

enjoying 

themselves at 

their night 

out Xmas 

2015.  Great 

night enjoyed 

by all.   

Pictured above is Maura Collins, now a lady  of leisure 

following her retirement with Marian Ryan and Aoife 

Leahy.  Enjoy your retirement.  Come back to see us... 

PARTY TIME AT BALLYKISTEEN 


